Bedford Ccmetcxy Views

A Public-Private Partnership

The mission of the Friends of Town of Bedford Cemeteries is to support the restoration and
maintenance of the four cemeteries
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2011 Strawberrg [estival Walker Monument
Saturdag, Junc 18,2011
10:00 am- 2:00 pm By Emily Weiss

Head of Reference Services
Bedford Public Library

fOWN of BEDFDRD
I Third Annual \ The Walker Monument commemorates the town’s first set-
tlers, brothers Robert and James Walker. In the fall of 1737,

the Walker brothers moved to Bedford from Londonderry.

In spring of 1738, they were joined by Matthew and Samuel
Patten. The four shared a hut, until the Pattens built their
own residence. The Walkers and Pattens began clearing land
near the bank of the Merrimack River, known as Patten’s
Field. Later, the Walkers began manufacturing turpentine
from pitch pine trees. The 1903 History of Bedford, N.H. re-
counts several stories about the Walkers. This book is avail-
able at the library or online via the Heritage Quest database,
which can be accessed through the library’s website (www.
bedford.lib.nh.us).

The Walker Monument was erected in 1901 by the Walkers’
descendents.

In Parlnership with

The Friends of Town of Bedford Cemeteries
Daturday, June 18th  10:00am to 2:00pm
By the Performance Stage Mear the Bedford Town Pool
Fain or Shine

Ccmcterg Trustces Comer

Town of Bedford Cemetery Trustees
Ralph Dieter, Chairman
Elizabeth HoSang, Secretary
John Wood, Trustee
Public Forum Regarding Proposed Rules at the
Bedford Town Cemetery

~~¢ photos taken by Mike Sills

On Wednesday, May 18, at 7:00 PM, in the Town
Meeting Room, there will be a public forum to
discuss the proposed rules at the Bedford Town
Cemetery. The proposed rules can be found at: www.
bedfordnh.org/pages/BedfordNH_BComm/Cemeter-
ies/index. Copies will also be available from Lori
Radke, the Town Clerk. Please come to learn more
about this proposal and give us your input.
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Gravestone Services of New England
Monument Conservation Specialists

Phone: (603) 472-5271
Fax:  (603) 472-5397 www.GravestoneServices.co
Mobile:(978) 821-9158 info@GravestoneServices.com
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ARE YOU A MEMBER?
We hope that you will join today?
Family Dues $10.00
(through December 2011)

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Email

Send form and check for $10.00 made payable to
the FTBC to
Friends of Town of Bedford Cemeteries
24 North Amherst Road, Bedford, NH 03110

(Please disregard if you are already a member)

Bedford Cemeterg SPot]ight
Jo!‘m Orr

compiled by Julia Schappals

John Orr was born in Londonderry in 1748. Orphaned at age
five, he became the ward of Deacon Robert Walker who became
his guardian until the age of fourteen. Deacon Walker was a
strict but fair disciplinarian which John later said was precisely
what he needed because, “there was in me by nature, a reck-
less daring, an obstinacy and self-will.” After leaving Deacon
Walker, he became a hired laborer. About the age of nineteen,
moved with some friends to Maine where they worked as car-
penters. Some of the payment for the work was in “ardent spir-
its” a few times a day. “At first, I took the spirits only to avoid
singularity but I soon found my appetite increased and would
catch myself looking up to the sun to see if eleven o’clock was
drawing.” Convinced he was in danger of becoming “a drunk-
ard” he left Maine and returned to Bedford at age 21. He and
his brother owned a farm and a few years later John married,
had several children and bought out his brother’s interest in the
farm. During the Revolutionary War, he received a Lieuten-
ant’s commission, serving under General John Stark at the Bat-
tle of Bennington. He was shot in the knee, lying in the field for
several hours until dragged by his hands, the battle still raging
around them, to a field hospital. The injury left him a cripple for
life “with a running sore” on his leg. After the War, his children
ran the farm and he became a man of public service. He served
as representative and senator in the State legislature, held offices
of Justice of the Peace and church offices. Of his life, he wrote
that he “enjoyed as much happiness as generally falls to the lot
of humanity in this world of change.” He died in December of
1822 at the age of 74 and is buried in the Old Bedford Cem-
etery.



